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JET SPORT BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIPS LAUNCH AT TEES BARRAGE

WHAT: 
A preview of the 2009 Jet Sport British Championship tour with a virtuoso display of skills on the river by Lisa Barsby, women’s European champion, former British, European and world champ Jim Goodchild and local up and coming rider Ryan O Connor.
WHEN:
12.30pm Friday, 1 May 2009

WHERE:
Meet at the Jetty, on the roundabout at the end of Navigation Way, Tees Barrage, Thornaby, Stockton on Tees, TS17 6QA

World jet sport champions will be battling it out at the Tees Barrage, Thornaby on Saturday and Sunday, 2/3 May in the 1st round of the Jet Sport Racing Associations (JSRA) 2009 British Championships.  The action starts at 12.30 on Saturday and 9.15 on Sunday, finishing approx 5pm both days.
There are competitions for all age groups, of both sexes, starting from 10 years old and rising to veterans, with races divided up into different classes depending on the type of craft.  One of the most impressive classes for spectators will be the freestyle section, where competitors must impress a panel of judges with high speed tricks during a two minute routine.

At the Tees Barrage event there will be three divisions of racing for each of the craft types, ranging from little modification through to ‘GP’ the Formula One of watercraft racing.

Lisa Barsby of JSRA said: “This is our 10th year of racing at the Barrage so it's kind of a special event for us. British Waterways have always been fabulous hosts and very proactive about using their facilities for what they are intended for. The manager of the Barrage, Alan Slater is very supportive of our sport and we're hoping he'll have us back for many years to come!

“We are expecting a better than normal turn out this weekend and based on our winter series that has just finished the standard of racing is going to be very high! We are also expecting several foreign teams so it's going be a exciting opener for our tour. These include quite a few riders from the Belgium such as ex world and European champion Renaud Urbain and his sister Marine Urbain who will be competing with our top boys in the Ski GP class.”
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British Waterways, the host for the North East leg of the tour, is also delighted to welcome the racers. Alan Slater, River Manager for the Tees, said: “This is an exhilarating and exciting event and we are thrilled to be hosting it here at the Tees Barrage. Events like this showcase the area to a national and international audience.”
Stockton Middlesbrough Initiative project director Les Southerton said: “Jet ski racing is one of the most exciting sports you can get on water and it is a tremendous coup for us that such as prestigious national championship  is being launched here in our region.  Thanks to the fantastic setting we have here at the Tees Barrage, this weekend promises to be great for both the riders and spectators.”
Budding jet sport riders will also be able to try their hand at a wide range of watersports this summer thanks to the Take to the Tees river and watersports festival which starts on Saturday, 22 August.  There will be a huge flotilla of all different water crafts sailing up the Tees to launch the event at lunchtime on 22 August and an opportunity for the public to book in for tuition sessions for the river-based activities during the following week. 

Victoria Rogers, event director, Take to the Tees said: "I'm hoping that when people come to support the riders at the competition seeing the jet skiers will tempt them to come and try it for themselves at the 'Take to the Tees' river and watersport festival."

Further information is available on www.rivertees.org.uk and www.stockton.gov.uk.

ENDS
EDITORS NOTES

After the first leg of the tour the JSRA British Championships move on to the following locations:

Round 2 — 23/24 May
Glyn Neath Lakes, South Wales
Round 3 — 21/22nd June     
Rothervalley Country Park, Rotherham

 Round 4 — 18/19  July      
Tattershall Country Park, Lincolnshire 
Round 5 — 15/16 Augst
Nitrojet Action Sports, Oxfordshire
Round 6 —  5/6 September    Willen Lakes, Milton Keynes  
 
MEDIA CONTACT
: Kay Wilson (0191) 536 0080 mobile 07985 276973.

